
Subject: Request to Sign Disability Research in FY 2026 Dear Colleague - Senate 

  

Dear Senator [Last Name], 

  

As your constituent and a member of the disability and rehabilitation community, I urge you 
to support robust funding for the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and 
Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR) in the Fiscal Year 2026 appropriations process. 

  

NIDILRR is the only federal agency solely focused on applied research to improve the lives 
of people with disabilities. Its work drives innovation in rehabilitation services, promotes 
community living, and supports evidence-based practices that empower millions of 
Americans with disabilities to live independently and fully participate in society. 

  

• Sign the bipartisan Dear Colleague letter in support of NIDILRR funding led by 
Sen. Duckworth, please reach out to Eve Schoenberg 
at Eve_Schoenberg@duckworth.senate.gov to sign on, and 

• Champion at least flat funding at $119 million for NIDILRR in the final FY26 
appropriations bill to continue the decades of innovate disability and rehabilitation 
research. 

  

Your leadership can make a real difference in ensuring that individuals with disabilities 
have access to the research and resources they need to thrive. Thank you for your attention 
to this important issue. 

 

Best, 

[Your Name] 
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